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JUSTICE MS. M. FATHIMA BEEVI (POSTHUMOUS)

Justice Ms. M. Fathima Beevi was an eminent jurist and the first woman Judge in the
Supreme Court of India. Her entry into the higher echelons of Indian Judiciary opened the gates
for women all across India and Asia to dream big and achieve the greatest heights of success.

2. Born on 30" April, 1927, at Pathanamthitta in Kerala, Justice Fathima Beevi did her
schooling from Catholicate High School, Pathanamthitta and B.Sc.(Chemistry) from the
University College, Thiruvananthapuram. Her father persuaded her to study law. She secured
law degree with first rank from Law College, Thiruvananthapuram and first rank and gold
medal in the Bar Council examination.

3. Justice Fathima Beevi enrolled as Lawyer in 1950 in District Court Kollam and
practiced in Civil and Criminal cases for seven years. She secured first rank in PSC
Examination and joined Judicial Service in 1958 as Munsiff and promoted as Subordinate
Judge, Chief Judicial Magistrate and District & Sessions Judge in 1974. She was appointed as
first female judicial member in the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. She was elevated to the High
Court as the first female Muslim Judge in 1983. She was appointed as the first woman Judge of
the Supreme Court of an Asian Nation in 1989 and served till 1992.Her time as Judge in
Supreme Court is remembered for her exemplary service to the cause of Justice, her impartial
adjudication and warm relation with the bar. At Supreme Court, she left lasting impact in
Indian law through a number of notable judgements.

4. After retirement in 1992, Justice Fathima Beevi continued to serve in various positions.
She became the first Chairperson of the Backward Classes Commission of Kerala and the first
woman member of the National Human Rights Commission. She served as Governor of Tamil
Nadu from January, 1997 to July, 2001. A champion of women's rights in society, she
symbolised the Indian woman's quest towards self-actualisation, transcending the taboos and
inhibitions imposed by conservative mores. Her commitment to Justice and Equality evident in
her ground breaking career will continue to inspire generations.

S. Justice Fathima Beevi was honoured with several awards like Mahila Siromani Award in
1990; Doctrate of Letters conferred by Sri Padmavati Mahila Vishwa Vidyalayam Medal of
Distinction by International Association of Lions in 1997-98; Rashtriya Gaurav Award by IIFS
in 2004; Sthree Dakil Puraskar by All India Federation of Women Lawyers-2009; Mahila
Thilakam 2012 Award by Kerala Government in 2012; Doctrate of Letters conferred by
University of Calicut, Kerala in 2013; U.S. India Business Council (USIBC) Lifetime
Achievement Award in 2015; First Lady Award by Ministry of Women and Child Development,
Government of India; Kerala Prabha Award by Kerala State Government in 2023. Also, a
Documentary Film was released by Kerala State Film Development Corporation title 'Brave
woman in the path of Justice' to commemorate her remarkable life and legacy.

\6. Justice Fathima Beevi passed away on 23™ November, 2023. /




Siftcd gl ga. wifaar did (wRonuRi«)

SIREH g3 . BIfcrdm d1dl, U Hfiftsd =Iafde, YRd & Seadd F-Ted 3§ Yo Afger =T
off | YR =ATIUITHT & T2 Ual TR I M Bl 4 IR HIRd AR YRR H Afgetrall & folg s qu- a@m
3R AH A DI 718 HATSAT DI B B §R G Y |

2. 30 37, 1927 B DR ® YATHIIET H ST, SIRSH BIFTHT d1dT = DHefifeTae 818 el yamHiaer i
3T Tepel! R SR YFAafgel diers, favaayza A dgadl (SRE) o Rien g89 ol | 39 fdr 3 5=
BT DI UGS DR B TG RIS (BT | IBI Al Dietol, [TEa=TYRA I U b T2 IR DTSRIt URIe § HeH
e e T@ul e & A1 B DI (ST BRI BT |

3. SIREH I J1dT &1 a9 1950 H RTAT =TI Plee™ H dablel & W0 H AT+ 3l 31k AL auf adb
fafaet 3R Tifed Amal § Ufded &1 | I=i+ Il URIeT § UM oI U1 fhar 3R a9 1958 H HRAW &
w0 H ATRIE AT H ATHSA 8 TS AT Y 1974 ¥ IRl IR, I TS AR e IR RTar vd |5
JTATTET & WU H UG 8 | S5 AABR Ul ITATRABR0T H Yol Afedl =i 9a & wd H Fgad
o T o7 | I 9 1983 H o AfZel REH RN & wU 3 Sod AT H Ual~Id (a1 17 T | S5
Ty 1989 H [T TRIATE Mg & Ieadcd IRITAI Bl UIH ARl R & wU ¥ e fbar Tar o 3iR
IR 5 WU H Y 1992 T HaT ! off | STaaqH AT H TR & WU § 96 RIS Bl <A & 2d &
o S9! Scgee waT, S8 et =fies ol den IR & a1y s Jael & forg are favar ST & | ST
RITATeTd H S2i7, H8 Agcaqul (Aol efdx wRei fafyy & &= o srfaweig e 81T |

4. 99 1992 H HaATFIRT & a8, TREH BT 7 A UgT UR U= HaT§ UG @i | 98 bRl [UgsT aif
AT BT U 37eel 31X IS AFANSDR AN DT T ARl FaRT a1 | Ii SId™l, 1997 H TS,
2001 T AT & IYUTA D WU § BRI AT | FAST H AR & ABRI BT Th FH® S W 4, I8
Bigara! [AaRYRIRIT §RT S8 T3 @&l AR ARME! B URATE 9 B gY, W DI &HaT IR AT B
AIBR B DI (S H AR ARSI B ATAT DI Welles G+11 | 37U YD BRI H =T AR AT B HfT
D] Tfdg T 3 arelt Nifedt & IR dxell 2 |

5. SRS BIfAT 41 BT 9y 1990 H AT RRIAMT YREPIR; a9 1997—98 H FTed THINIULA 3ATh
dT & 1 ugHEdl Afgen 9 faenemm wed oife fSReae™ gr1 Sfdeve 3if% ofcd; ay¥ 2004 #
IMERMSUHTN T T 7RG YRRDBIR; ATel ST B 3ith g AfaRd  §IRT 2009 H ENSHIA [REDBIR;
Ty 2012 H BRA ARDR §IRT AT [TeABH—2012 YRIBR; Y 2013 H Blelibe [T DA §RT SIS
3T oicHd REHR; ¥ 2015 H U9 S o SRR (JUasEdRn) drgwergH sriaHe Jdrs; Afer vd
I [IDHTH FATTI, TR TRBR GRT BT TS| REDIR; T 2023 H Bl 5T TRBR §RT B T4 TREBR Oi¥
D5 GRIBRI A FHAT (AT T o7 | $60 3TATdT, Bl 199 {hed [Tt 77 ° S Seeia+ii Siia 3ik
foRTeIet OR STTEMRE ‘S gA §1 € UT 3Tt SRS’ e U gifer [thed Refist &1 |

\6. i 23 FdER, 2023 BT SIRTH BIFTHT 91T BT E= BT 1T | /




