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JUSTICE MS. M. FATHIMA BEEVI (POSTHUMOUS)

 Justice Ms. M. Fathima Beevi was an eminent jurist and the first woman Judge in the 
Supreme Court of India. Her entry into the higher echelons of Indian Judiciary opened the gates 
for women all across India and Asia to dream big and achieve the greatest heights of success.

2. Born on 30  April, 1927, at Pathanamthitta in Kerala, Justice Fathima Beevi did her th

schooling from Catholicate High School, Pathanamthitta and B.Sc.(Chemistry) from the 
University College, Thiruvananthapuram. Her father persuaded her to study law. She secured 
law degree with first rank from Law College, Thiruvananthapuram and first rank and gold 
medal in the Bar Council examination.

3. Justice Fathima Beevi enrolled as Lawyer in 1950 in District Court Kollam and 
practiced in Civil and Criminal cases for seven years. She secured first rank in PSC 
Examination and joined Judicial Service in 1958 as Munsiff and promoted as Subordinate 
Judge, Chief Judicial Magistrate and District & Sessions Judge in 1974. She was appointed as 
first female judicial member in the Income Tax Appellate Tribunal. She was elevated to the High 
Court as the first female Muslim Judge in 1983. She was appointed as the first woman Judge of 
the Supreme Court of an Asian Nation in 1989 and served till 1992.Her time as Judge in 
Supreme Court is remembered for her exemplary service to the cause of Justice, her impartial 
adjudication and warm relation with the bar. At Supreme Court, she left lasting impact in 
Indian law through a number of notable judgements.

4. After retirement in 1992, Justice Fathima Beevi continued to serve in various positions. 
She became the first Chairperson of the Backward Classes Commission of Kerala and the first 
woman member of the National Human Rights Commission. She served as Governor of Tamil 
Nadu from January, 1997 to July, 2001. A champion of women's rights in society, she 
symbolised the Indian woman's quest towards self-actualisation, transcending the taboos and 
inhibitions imposed by conservative mores. Her commitment to Justice and Equality evident in 
her ground breaking career will continue to inspire generations.

5. Justice Fathima Beevi was honoured with several awards like Mahila Siromani Award in 
1990; Doctrate of Letters conferred by Sri Padmavati Mahila Vishwa Vidyalayam Medal of 
Distinction by International Association of Lions in 1997-98; Rashtriya Gaurav Award by IIFS 
in 2004; Sthree Dakil Puraskar by All India Federation of Women Lawyers-2009; Mahila 
Thilakam 2012 Award by Kerala Government in 2012; Doctrate of Letters conferred by 
University  of Calicut, Kerala in 2013; U.S. India Business Council (USIBC) Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 2015; First Lady Award by Ministry of Women and Child Development, 
Government of India; Kerala Prabha Award by Kerala State Government in 2023. Also, a 
Documentary Film was released by Kerala State Film Development Corporation title 'Brave 
woman in the path of Justice' to commemorate her remarkable life and legacy.

6. Justice Fathima Beevi passed away on 23  November, 2023.rd

3



tfLVl lqJh ,e- Qkfrek choh ¼ej.kksijkar½

  tfLVl lqJh ,e- Qkfrek choh] ,d çfrf"Br U;k;fon] Hkkjr ds mPpre U;k;ky; esa çFke efgyk U;k;kèkh'k 
FkÈA  Hkkjrh; U;k;ikfydk ds mPp inksa ij muds vklhu gksus ls iwjs Hkkjr vkSj ,f'k;k esa efgykvksa ds fy, cM+s lius ns[kus 
vkSj lQyrk dh uÃ Åapkb;ksa dks Nwus ds }kj [kqy x,A

 tfLVl2- 30 vçSy] 1927 dks dsjy ds irkukefrêk esa tUeÈ]  Qkfrek choh us dSFkksfydsV gkÃ Ldwy irkukefrêk ls  
viuh Ldwyh f'k{kk vkSj ;wfuoÆlVh d‚yst] fr#ouariqje ls ch,llh ¼dsfeLVªh½ dh f'k{kk xzg.k dhA muds firk us mUgsa 
dkuwu dh i<+kÃ djus ds fy, jkth fd;k A mUgksaus y‚ d‚yst] fr#ouariqje ls çFke jSad rFkk ckj dkmafly ijh{kk esa çFke 
jSad ,oa Lo.kZ ind ds lkFk dkuwu dh fMxzh gkfly dhA 

3 tfLVl-  Qkfrek choh dk o"kZ 1950 esa ftyk U;k;ky; dksYye esa odhy ds :i esa ukekadu gqvk vkSj lkr o"kks± rd  
flfoy vkSj nkafMd ekeyksa esa  çSfDVl dh A mUgksaus ih,llh ijh{kk esa çFke LFkku çkIr fd;k vkSj o"kZ 1958 esa eqaflQ ds 
:i esa U;kf;d lsok esa 'kkfey gks xb± rFkk o"kZ 1974 esa vèkhuLFk U;k;kèkh'k] eq[; U;kf;d eftLVªsV vkSj ftyk ,oa l= 
U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa inksUur gqb±A mUgsa vk;dj vihyh; U;k;kfèkdj.k esa çFke efgyk U;kf;d lnL; ds :i esa fu;q  Dr
fd;k x;k FkkA mUgsa o"kZ 1983 esa çFke  efgyk eqfLye U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa mPp U;k;ky; esa inksUur fd;k x;k FkkA mUgsa 
o"kZ 1989 esa fdlh ,f'k;kÃ jk"Vª ds mPpre U;k;ky; dh çFke efgyk U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa fu;q  fd;k x;k Fkk vkSj Dr
mUgksaus bl :i esa o"kZ 1992 rd lsok dh FkhA mPpre U;k;ky; esa U;k;kèkh'k ds :i esa muds dk;Zdky dks U;k; ds fgr ds 
fy, mudh mR—"V lsok] muds fu"i{k U;kf;d fu.kZ;ksa rFkk ckj ds lkFk vPNs lacaèkksa ds fy, ;kn fd;k tkrk gSA mPpre 
U;k;ky; esa mUgksaus] dÃ egRoiw.kZ fu.kZ; ysdj Hkkjrh; fofèk ds {ks= esa vfoLej.kh; çHkko NksM+kA

 tfLVl4- o"kZ 1992 esa lsokfuof̀Ùk ds ckn]  Qkfrek us fofHkUu inksa ij viuh lsok,¡ çnku dÈA og dsjy fiNM+k oxZ  
vk;ksx dh çFke vè;{k vkSj jk"Vªh; ekuokfèkdkj vk;ksx dh çFke efgyk lnL; cuÈA mUgksaus tuojh] 1997 ls tqykÃ] 
2001 rd rfeyukMq ds jkT;iky ds :i esa dk;Z fd;kA lekt esa efgykvksa ds vfèkdkjksa dh ,d leFkZd ds :i esa] og 
:f<+oknh fopkjèkkjkvksa }kjk yxkÃ xb± ikcfUn;ksa vkSj vojksèkksa dh ijokg u djrs gq,] Lo;a dh {kerk vkSj çfrHkk dks 
lkdkj djus dh fn'kk esa Hkkjrh; efgykvksa dh ;k=k dh çrhd cuÈA viuh vHkwriwoZ dfj;j esa U;k; vkSj lekurk ds çfr 
mudh çfrc)rk vkus okyh ihf<;ksa dks çsfjr djrh jgsaxhA 

5 tfLVl-  Qkfrek choh dks o"kZ 1990 esa efgyk f'kjksef.k iqjLdkj( o"kZ 1997&98 esa baVjus'kuy ,lksfl,'ku v‚Q 
yk;Ul ds Jh in~ekorh efgyk foÜo fo|ky;e esMy v‚Q fMÇLVD'ku }kjk M‚DVjsV v‚Q ysVlZ( o"kZ 2004 esa 
vkÃvkÃ,Q,l }kjk jk"Vªh; xkSjo iqjLdkj( v‚y bafM;k QsMjs'ku v‚Q oweu y‚;lZ  }kjk 2009 esa L=hMkdhy iqjLdkj( 
o"kZ 2012 esa dsjy ljdkj }kjk efgyk fryde&2012 iqjLdkj( o"kZ 2013 esa dkyhdV foÜofo|ky; dsjy }kjk MkDVjsV 
v‚Q ysVlZ iqjLdkj( o"kZ 2015 esa ;w,l bafM;k fctusl dkmafly ¼;w,lvkÃchlh½ ykbQVkbe vphoesaV vokMZ( efgyk ,oa 
cky fodkl ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj }kjk QLZV ysMh iqjLdkj( o"kZ 2023 esa dsjy jkT; ljdkj }kjk dsjy çHkk iqjLdkj tSls 
dÃ iqjLdkjksa ls lEekfur fd;k x;k FkkA blds vykok] dsjy jkT; fQYe fodkl fuxe us muds mYys[kuh; thou vkSj 
fojklr ij vkèkkfjr *czso oqeu bu n ikFk v‚Q tfLVl* uked ,d oÙ̀kfp= fQYe fjyht dhA

6 tfLVl- fnukad 23 uoacj] 2023 dks  Qkfrek choh dk fuèku gks x;k A

in~e Hkw”k.k
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